
MADISON – The state’s strategy for 

stocking Chinook salmon in Wiscon-

sin’s Lake Michigan waters in 2014 

and beyond is set and seeks to main-

tain existing great fishing opportuni-

ties in spring and summer all along 

the coast while tweaking the state’s 

original proposal based on public in-

put to improve fall fishing.  

“You spoke and we listened,” says 

DNR Secretary Cathy Stepp. “This 

stocking strategy reflects your input 

and will continue to help deliver the 

fantastic fishing opportunities you’ve 

enjoyed on Lake Michigan and its 

tributaries.” Stepp thanked the many 

people who attended meetings over 

the past two years to provide feed-

back on the stocking strategy, and 

those who submitted comments via 

emails and other communications.  

Mike Staggs, Wisconsin’s fish chief, 

says the updated stocking strategy 

reflects newer research showing Chi-

nook are highly migratory fish and 

that where the fish are stocked does-

n’t affect the main fishery in the 

spring and summer.  

“But stocking location does affect the 

fall fishery in Wisconsin, so we fo-

cused our strategy on striking a bal-

ance between providing opportunities 

along the coast in the fall and re-

sponding to public concerns to pro-
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Special points of interest: 

 Fly tying class on February 4th 

7:00pm at the Moose Lodge 

 Fly tying class on February 

11th 7:00pm at the Moose 

Lodge 

 Fly tying class on February 

18th 7:00pm at the Moose 

Lodge 

 Fly tying class on February 

25th 7:00pm at the Moose 

Lodge 

 If you know a business owner 

or individual that may be inter-

ested in becoming a supporting 

member of the KSFCA please 

contact Jon FioRito at 262-220

-4606 for additional informa-

tion and details. 
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vide more fish where the angler pres-

sure, harvest and economic impact 

are the greatest in fall,” he says.  

Research shows that more than half 

of the Chinook salmon in Lake 

Michigan are wild and that Chinook 

swim all over Lake Michigan during 

the spring and summer. Read more in 

“Lake Michigan's salmon fishery 

thrives,” in the December issue of 

Wisconsin Natural Resources maga-

zine.  

That information and other research 

to date suggests that stocking plays a 

much more important role in deter-

mining where fish are caught in Wis-

consin in the fall, with the bulk of 

fish returning on their spawning runs 

to streams where they were stocked, 

says Brad Eggold, DNR fisheries su-

pervisor for southern Lake Michigan.  

“We heard from stakeholders loud 

and clear that they wanted us to pro-

vide fall fishing opportunities in as 

many places as possible,” says Eg-

gold. “This strategy provides that, but 

also stocks more Chinook where we 

see more fishing for Chinook.  

“That’s one of the other concerns we 

heard at the October Lake Michigan 

Fisheries Forum meeting from an-

glers and the businesses and commu-

nities that depend on Chi-

nook.”  (cont’d pg. 2) 

Wisconsin Chinook stocking strategy set for 

2014 and beyond Courtesy of:  Great Lakes Basin Report 

February, 2014 www.kenoshasportfishing.com 



stocking plan and other materials 

are available on the Lake Michi-

gan Fisheries Forum web page.  

“This will still allow us to ade-

quately meet our egg collection 

goals for Chinook. In addition to 

Strawberry Creek, we also can 

collect Chinook salmon eggs at 

our other two facilities (Besadny 

Anadromous Fisheries Facility 

and Root River Steelhead Facil-

ity),” Eggold says.  

Two other tweaks made to the 

proposal change the charter trips 

factor to include only fall charter 

trips, and to provide a direct allo-

cation of 30,000 fish to northern 

Door County, Staggs says.  

Ozaukee, Sheboygan and Ke-

waunee counties also will get a 

larger share of fish under the new 

stocking strategy because they 

have the highest angler effort, 

harvest rates and charter trips in 

the fall, Eggold says.  

Dave Boyarski, fish supervisor 

based out of Sturgeon Bay, says 

that local fish managers in those 

counties with multiple ports will 

be working with angler organiza-

tions and others to help deter-

mine where fish go within a par-

ticular county if there is more 

than one port. Manitowoc, Ke-

waunee and Door County all 

have more than one port.  

The numbers of fish planned for 

stocking in the counties are be-

low; for more info: DNR's Lake 

Michigan Fisheries Forum web 

page:  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Creek: 120,000  

 

69,082  

 

Staggs says anglers won’t see a 

big change in their fishing oppor-

tunities during spring and sum-

mer because of the stocking ad-

justments. “We’re doing this to 

maintain the fantastic fishing on 

Wisconsin’s Lake Michigan wa-

ters,” he says. “The models show 

anglers shouldn’t see a big 

change in fishing opportunities 

because of the increase in natural 

reproduction in Michigan 

streams.  

Wisconsin Chinook stocking (Cont’d) 
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Wisconsin and other states and 

tribes that share fisheries man-

agement on Lake Michigan 

agreed to adjust stocking levels 

of Chinook starting in 2013 to 

bring the number of predator fish 

like Chinook back into line with 

the number of prey fish. Signifi-

cantly increased natural repro-

duction of Chinook in Michigan 

streams and record low levels of 

alewives, a key fish food, had led 

to declines in fish condition in 

recent years and university re-

searchers projected the Chinook 

population would crash in com-

ing years if no measures were 

taken.  

That lake-wide stocking adjust-

ment, public input, and the new 

understanding of fish migration 

since DNR’s longstanding stock-

ing strategy was created spurred 

DNR to update the stocking strat-

egy, Staggs says.  

After the October 12 fisheries 

forum meeting, DNR kept most 

of the strategy the same but 

ratcheted back the number of 

Chinook that will be stocked in 

2014 into Strawberry Creek, 

where DNR maintains the main 

egg collection facility for Chi-

nook, and distributed them 

among other ports. The 2014 



Don’t forget to Register your 

new Sponsor Zone Xchange card 

so you can get email updates of 

available businesses!! 
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Don’t forget to use your new 

Sponsor Zone Xchange card to 

raise money for the clubs vari-

ous activities such as Kids Fish-

N-Fun, Pike River Revival, and 

maintaining the rearing pond!! 
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Bruch Funeral Home  

3503 Roosevelt Road 

Kenosha, Wisconsin   53142 

Phone: 262-652-8298 

Fax: 262-654-2644 
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Cornell and Buffalo State research-

ers have received a five-year, $3.5 

million grant from the USEPA’s 

Great Lakes National Program Of-

fice and the Great Lakes Restora-

tion Initiative to survey lower tro-

phic levels―or organisms at the 

bottom of the food chain―that pro-

vide valuable insights into the 

health of higher species.  

Specifically, Cornell researchers 

are using a 180’ research vessel to 

collect phytoplankton, zooplankton 

and mysid shrimp levels in all of 

the Great Lakes, while Buffalo 

State researchers will head up col-

lecting benthos (fauna from the 

bottom of the lakes) levels. Other 

researchers are also sampling for 

such pollutants as mercury, nutri-

ents from farm runoff, viruses and 

bacteria.  

Project leaders along with the New 

York DNR will work to assess 

lower trophic levels in Lake On-

tario.  

Great Lakes Biology Surveys Aid Fisheries Management  

Courtesy of:  Great Lakes Basin Report 

“Part of the reason we got this 

large grant was because of our 

history of collecting data,” said 

Lars Rudstam, Cornell professor 

of natural resources and the 

grant’s principal investigator. 

“Without the longer term dataset it 

is hard to determine changes in the 

Great Lakes.” “We provide infor-

mation to fishery managers that 

they use to decide how many fish 

they should stock and how much 

they should impose or relax fish-

ing limitations,” said James Wat-

kins, a postdoctoral researcher in 

Rudstam’s lab.  

Data of lower trophic levels help 

researchers predict populations of 

larger fish, as plankton feed small 

fry, which in turn feed bigger fish. 

When levels of plankton drop, re-

percussions may be seen all the 

way up the food chain. For exam-

ple, Pacific salmon were intro-

duced into the Great Lakes in the 

1980s, but they crashed in recent 

years in Lake Huron but not in 

Lake Ontario, due partly to declin-

ing biomass at the base of the food 

web.  

Cornell is also sampling a layer of 

water called the deep chlorophyll 

layer, which is located at or below 

a steep temperature gradient 

known as the thermocline located 

around a depth of 15 - 25 m. A 

long-term shift of algal primary 

producers from the surface layer 

to these depths may lead to verti-

cal redistribution of zooplankton 

and higher trophic levels.  

Two additional grants were 

funded by the Great Lakes Fisher-

ies Commission and U.S. EPA 

Region 2, to continue similar sam-

pling in Lake Ontario. These 

grants, one for $100,000 and an-

other for $50,000, are part of a 

collaboration that includes the Ca-

nadian Dept. of Fisheries and 

Oceans, the Ontario MNR, 

USEPA, USGS, New York DNR 

and Cornell.  
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Supporting Members 
 

Your help toward our cause is recognized and appreciated.  

Thank You!! 

Thomas Agazzi  
Boat House 

Bruch Funeral Home 
The Coffee Pot 

Dave’s American Muffler 
Richard Grabowski 

Jalensky’s 
Kenosha Animal Hospital 

Jim Kreuser 
Sam’s Amusement 

Robert Wirch 

Muskrat Dave's, Down Rigger Service 

All Manufacturer’s Rebuilt-Updated-Serviced 

Needed Parts on Hand Phone:(262)620-8237 

Power Tech Stainless Steel 3 Blade Propeller 

Model # UN200MQS 3 R 21 

For Mercruiser Alpha 1 Drives 14" x 21 P Brand 

New 

$325.00 or B.O. call Terry 262-945-3801 

Need your radio or antenna checked? I have a SWR 

Meter and antennae analyzer. Contact Randy @ 

(262)652-1193 

1984 22’ Sports Craft with Trailer 
4 cylinder 470 Mercruiser, closed system 

with electronic ignition, FM Radio and Locator 

Contact Dave at (262) 620-8237 for price 
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2– Long arm Walker Electric Downriggers 

Captain pack combo– Call for price 

Phone:(262)620-8237 

Become a Supporting Member of 

the KSFCA and put your adver-

tisement here.  Hundreds of po-

tential customers in S.E. Wiscon-

sin & N.E. Illinois will see your 

ad each month. 

Call Jon FioRito at 262-220-4606 

 

Place your Classified Ad here 

No charge for KSFCA Club members 
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Register now for Lake Michigan yellow perch summit 
Weekly News article published: January 28, 2014 by the Central Office  

CHICAGO - A yellow perch 

summit for Lake Michigan an-

glers and other interested stake-

holders is set for March 22 as 

state agencies and tribes seek to 

improve management of the fish 

fry favorite. Two decades of co-

operative actions by state man-

agement agencies have prevented 

a complete collapse of yellow 

perch but have been unable to 

reverse the species' decline in 

Lake Michigan, state fisheries 

officials say. 

"Despite a complete closure of 

commercial fishing and restric-

tive angling regulations by all the 

management agencies around 

Lake Michigan, the yellow perch 

population has not recovered," 

says Mike Staggs, Wisconsin's 

fisheries director. "This work-

shop will be a forum to update 

the public on what we've learned 

and discuss what direction we 

should go in the future on yellow 

perch management." 

A March 22 yellow perch sum-

mit aims to enlist anglers in de-

termining what direction to take 

to increase populations of yellow 

perch in Lake Michigan. 

The summit, hosted by the Great 

Lakes Fishery Commission and 

the Illinois Department of Natu-

ral Resources, will be held at the 

UIC Forum, at 725 W. Roosevelt 

Road in Chicago. It will feature 

invited experts presenting the 

latest research on Lake Michigan 

ecology, yellow perch popula-

tions, fishing and management. 

The afternoon session will con-

sist of small group breakout ses-

sions where participants can 

comment on the information pre-

sented and provide input to Lake 

Michigan fishery managers. 

Registration is free Great Lakes 

Fisheries Commission (exit 

DNR) website until March 15, 

after which a $20 fee will be 

charged. People also can partici-

pate via the web at a link pro-

vided them after they register. 

Brad Eggold, DNR southern 

Lake Michigan fisheries supervi-

sor and chair of the Lake Michi-

gan Committee of the Great 

Lakes Fishery Commission, en-

courages Wisconsin anglers to 

attend the summit in person or 

via the web and to weigh in. 

"This yellow perch summit will 

give Wisconsin stakeholders the 

chance to listen to the latest in-

formation on not only yellow 

perch but on all aspects of the 

Lake Michigan ecosystem," Eg-

gold says. 

"In addition, breakout sessions 

will provide an avenue for stake-

holder comment and input into 

future management actions. This 

should be a very informative 

summit and I hope stakeholders 

will plan to attend or view the 

meeting via our webinar link." 

Eggold says that possible steps 

by the management jurisdictions 

may include changes to yellow 

perch management, assessment 

and/or research. 

Twenty years ago, a yellow 

perch summit was convened by 

the Great Lakes Fishery Com-

mission to respond to what at 

that time was a rapid, lake-wide 

decline in abundance of yellow 

perch. Significant numbers of 

yellow perch were not surviving 

their first year, which meant the 

aging adult populations were not 

being replaced readily by new 

generations of perch in Lake 

Michigan. 

A yellow perch task group was 

created and developed and im-

plemented a research strategy to 

explore the causes of declining 

yellow perch populations. Wis-

consin and other states closed the 

commercial perch fisheries in 

their waters and adopted restric-

tive bag limits and closed sea-

sons to help preserve spawning 

age adults. 

At the March 22 meeting in Chi-

cago, participants will learn 

about research results and man-

agement information resulting 

from those actions, Eggold says. 

The Great Lakes Fishery Com-

mission was established in 1955 

by the Canadian-U.S. Conven-

tion on Great Lakes Fisheries. 

The commission coordinates 

fisheries research, controls the 

invasive sea lamprey and facili-

tates cooperative fishery man-

agement among the state, provin-

cial, tribal and federal manage-

ment agencies. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION CON-

TACT: Brad Eggold, 414-382-7921  

http://dnr.wi.gov/news/contact.asp?regionscope=Central


Important dates this month 

 2/03/14 - Club meeting at the Moose 

  Lodge 7:00 pm 

 2/4/14 - Fly tying at the Moose  

  Lodge — Fish skull  

  streamers 

 2/11/14 - Fly tying at the Moose  

  Lodge — Mini Streamers 

 2/18/14 - Fly tying at the Moose  

  Lodge — Mini Streamers 

 2/17/14 - KSFCA Board Meeting 

  7:00pm 

 2/25/14 - Fly tying at the Moose  

  Lodge — Articulated Flies 
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2014 Schedule of Club Events 

 02/03/14 - Board Elections 

 02/22/14 - Awards Banquet 

 05/10/14 - Kids Fish-N-Fun 

 05/18/14 - Monthly Tournament 

 06/08/14 - Monthly Tournament 

 08/10/14 - Monthly Tournament 

 09/14/14 - Monthly Tournament 

 09/20/14 - Pike River Revival 

 General Club meeting are held on the 

first Monday of each month at the 

Moose Lodge 7:00pm (no meeting in 

July) 

 Board meetings are held on the third 

Monday of each month at 7:00pm loca-

tion T.B.D. (no meeting in June) 

 

Committees & Members 

Committee    * Chairmen                 

Fish-N-Fun  *Jim Davis  

                                 Lynn Davis   

Contest’s             *Tom Zapp 

  Mark D’Aloia 

Fundraiser             *Open 

  Tom Zapp 

Sunshine              *Jerry Vigansky 

Supporting            *Jon FioRito          

Membership                 

Membership           *Mike Smith      

 Rearing Pond      *Mark Hasenberg        

  John Larsen                                    

Pike River  * Jim Zondlak 

Fly Tying             *Jack Springer 

   Scott Kessler 

   Richard Kessler 

   Matt Hetchler   

Publication *Troy Alley 

Electronic Comm.. *Mike Smith   

  Troy Alley 

  Jim Hanrahan 

  Jim Zondlak 

Guest Speakers *Jim Zondlak 

  Jerry Vigansky 

                                                     

Officers and Board members 

Officers 
 
President Jim Zondlak         (262) 620-1234 
 
V. Pres. Lynn Davis          (630) 267-1142 
 
Secretary Jon FioRito        (262) 220-4606 
 
Treasurer Jami Hotzfield   262) 914-6320 
 
 

Board Members 
 
 
4 yr.    2014   Brian Fohey (262)914-6320 
 Open  
  
 
3 yr.    2013 Mike Smith  (414)331-3423 
 Jack Springer (262)694-9462 
  
 
2 yr.    2012 John Larsen  (262)694-0860 
                           Tom Zapp (262)220-0476 
 
 
1 yr.    2011 Troy Alley  (262)748-3537 
 Jerry Vigansky (262)945-4710 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 3Club Meeting 

7:00pm 

4Fly Tying 

7:00pm 

5 6 7 8 

9 10 11Fly Tying 

7:00pm 

12 13 14 15 

16 17Board 

Meeting  7:00pm 

18Fly Tying 

7:00pm 

19 20 21 22 

23 24 25Fly Tying 

7:00pm 

26 27 28  

FEBRUARY 2014 



The Kenosha Sport fishing and Conservation Association is a 

non-profit organization dedicated to the protection and proper 

utilization of the Great Lakes resources.  Established in 1969 by 

local family fisherman, we continue to focus on conservation of 

the Great Lakes.  For over 40 years the K.S.F.C.A. has worked 

to support our community and the Great Lakes through various 

activities and educational programs.  Some current examples 

include:  kids fishing programs, fly tying classes, Pike river 

clean-up efforts, and stocking Lake Michigan with over 40,000 

Chinook salmon annually. 

If you would like to support these activities, please contact us by 

phone, mail, or email.  We welcome anyone interested in becom-

ing a member.  If you are not interested in becoming a member, 

but would still like to support these important activities in our 

community, we do accept financial donations. 

P.O. Box 746 

Kenosha, WI  53144 

KENOSHA SPORT FISHIN G & CONSERVATI ON 

ASSOCIATI ON 

Come join us for a fun packed evening and learn 

to tie fishing flies.  We will learn to tie dry and 

wet flies, nymphs, streamers, bluegills, bass 

flies, and your own personal favorites. 

WHEN: First fly tying class is Tuesday, October 

23, 2012, at 7:00 P.M. 

LOCATION:  Kenosha Moose Family Center, 

3003 30th Avenue, Kenosha, Wisconsin  53144 

WHERE:  The basement of the center. 

ENTRANCE:  Northwest door leadin to down-

stairs. 

AGES:  Adults and children twelve years of age 

and older.  Parents of       children are always 

welcome to attend. 

SPONSOR:  Kenosha Sportsfishing and Conser-

vation Association  

CONTACTS: Jack Springer 

 694-9462 

  Scott Kessler 

 553-9321 

Back Page Story Headline 

President Jim Zondlak         (262) 620-1234 
V. Pres. Lynn Davis          (630) 267-1142 
Secretary Jon FioRito        (262) 620-4606 
Treasurer Jami Hotzfield   262) 914-6320 
 

Where The Kings Call Home!! 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 

On the Web:  www.kenoshasportfishing.com 

Like us on Facebook 

 


